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Rs. ] 00 to 300. Only about 18 per cent families are debt-free. In
the U.P. the debt of 59 per cent families varies from nil to Rs. 30,
of 17 per cent families from Rs. 30 to 50, of 15 per cent from
Rs. 50 to 100, and of 9 per cent from Rs. 100 to 250. Here,
the proportion of debt-free does not exceed 14 per cent. In
Bihar the debt of 62 per cent families varies from nil to Rs. 30,
of 24 per cent from Rs. 30 to 50, of 8 per cent from Rs. 50 to 100,
and of 6 per cent from Rs. 100 to 250. The proportion of the
debt-free does not exceed 8 per cent. It will be observed that
as we move eastwards in the Ganges Valley the proportion of
the debt-free and the debt per debtor tend to decrease.

Weavers

In the case of weavers the main source of credit is the cloth
merchant who gives yarn on credit and buys the finished cloth.
His role is similar to that of the leather dealer. In the United
Provinces the debt of 42 per cent families varies from nil to
Rs. 20, of 27 per cent between 20 and 50, of 19 per cent bet-
ween 50 and 100, and of 12 per cent between 100 and 300. The
proportion of debt-free is about 21 per cent. In the Punjab the
debt of 38 per cent families varies from nil to Rs. 20, of 26 per
cent between 20 and 50, of 21 per'cent between 50 and 100,
and of 15 per cent between 100 and 300. The proportion of the
debt-free in this province is about 25 per cent. Thus the pro-
portion of the debt-free and the debt per debtor is somewhat
higher as compared to the U.P.

Dhobis

The proportion of the debt-free Dhobis is 35 per cent in
the UJP. and 30 per cent in Bihar. These figures, it may be men-
tioned, are higher than those of other castes. There are two rea-
sons explaining this. First, the Dhobis are comparatively better
off than the others, and, secondly, they can often raise an interest-
free loan of Rs. 15 to 30 from their clients. This latter is ad-
vance payment, and not debt. The main cause of indebtedness
is expenditure on social ceremonies. In the U.P. the debt of 46
per cent families Caries from nil to Rs. 20, of 34 per cent between
20 and 50, of 12 per cent between 50 and 100, and of 8 per cent
between 100 and 300. In Bihar the debt of 51 per cent families